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Dyes
Natural

Purple
	 The color of monarchy, 
many European nations al-
lowed only their kings and 
queens to wear it, and many 
royal portraits bear witness 
to its scarcity. The color origi-
nally came from a sea snail – it 
took as many as 250,000 mol-
lusks to yield just one ounce 
of usable dye. A pound of pur-

ple wool cost more than most  
commoners earned in an entire 
year through the 15th century.
	 Today, natural purple dye 
can be achieved through many 
plant, animal and mineral ma-
terials. 
	 All of the items showcased 
here can be used to achieve a 
purple dye naturally. 
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